
     Since 1999, the Freethought Society of Greater 
Philadelphia (FSGP) has hosted many free and open-to-the-
public Anti-Superstition Parties. The party is always held on  
a Friday-the-Thirteenth.  
     On Friday, August 13th, 2004 volunteers gathered at the 
Philadelphia Ethical Society Building to transform a 40’ X 
42’ room into a Friggatriskaidekaphobia Treatment Center 
(FTC). FTC was the result of many brainstorming sessions 
between FSGP president Margaret Downey and her 
personal assistant, Natasha Mikles. The party attractions 
were also re-thought and resulted in the creation of a new 
character: The Friggatriskaidekaphobia Treatment Nurse. 
Downey designed the nurses outfit which includes an old-
fashioned nurse’s hat and special uniform insignia.  
     FTC was a big hit with party attendees. As the 
Friggatriskaidekaphobia Treatment Nurse, Downey greeted 
each guest and made them feel comfortable breaking 
superstitions within the party atmosphere. The room was 
decorated with a variety of displays highlighting common 
and not-so-common superstitions. Costumed volunteers were 
stationed at tables, welcoming guests and signing up to 
participate in anti-superstition games. 
     Party guests were also entertained by disk jockey Gary 
Courtright , who played songs related to superstitions until 
11:00 PM. Courtright got everyone up and dancing when he 
announced that he wanted everyone to open their umbrellas 
and dance to the Weather Girls song, “It’s Raining Men.” 
     Later that evening, Courtright played the song, “Stormy 
Weather” for couples who wanted to slow dance under one 
umbrella. Both songs inspired many party guests to hit the 
dance floor to participate in breaking the superstition of 
opening an umbrella inside. 
     Courtright was the first to limbo under a ladder; almost 
all the people at the party followed his lead. Some dancers 
ventured under the ladder over and over again challenging 
all notions of bad luck. 
     The first organized game was conducted at 9:00 PM. A 
name was drawn from a pink flower bag held by John Keir 
who was dressed as The Tooth Fairy. One lucky person got 
to “Fracture the Fairy” piñata. It only took a few swings, but 
soon flower foil-covered chocolates were released from the 
crushed piñata. It was hysterically funny to watch the event 
as the song “Dance With the Sugar Plum Fairies” played. 
     At 9:30 PM, Chuck Villa (dressed as a “Happy-Go-
Lucky Irish Man) selected a name from the many entries that 
were placed in an Irish plaid bag. It took several people to 
finally level the Leprechauns in a humorous bowling game 
consisting of wooden Leprechauns as the pins. Courtright 

played Randy Newman’s song “Short People” as the game 
was conducted.    
     At 10:00 PM, one lucky guest was selected to break a 
large, framed mirror. With a swift and accurate swing, the 
mirror was smashed as the Annie Lenox song “Walking on 
Broken Glass” played in the background. 
     FSPG also thanks the following volunteers for their help 
in setting up and taking down the party paraphernalia: 
  
*Fear of Friday-the-Thirteenth. 

Charles Connor 
Kathy Cook 
Drew Devitt 

Alex Giannakoulias 
Dan Hoffman 
Mike Judge 

Bob Kay 

Clayton Keir 
Shaun McGonigal 
Rob Niedzwiecki 

Staks Roush 
Tom Schottmiller 

Stacey Stone 
Rosalyn Wealth 

FSGP Unveils 
Friggatriskaidekaphobia Treatment Center 

at the 2004 Anti-Superstition Party 

Pictured above is Mike Judge dressed as 
Merlin the Magician and Bob Kay dressed as 
The Grand Wizard. 



Photos of FSGP’s 2004 Anti-Superstition Party  

Pictured left is John Keir as The Tooth Fairy.     
Pictured above is Stacey Stone as the “Pin the Tail on 
the Asstrologer” hostess. Pictured right is Shaun 
McGonigal dressed as an Arabian sheik hosting the 
“Enie-Menie Knock Over the Genie” game. 

     A party guest is pictured left 
throwing darts at the pictures on the 
“Who do Voodoo? You do!” game 
board. 
     Clayton Keir helped to host the 
sign-up table for the “Smash the 
Giant Mirror “ ceremony. He is 
proudly wearing a broken mirror 
around his neck proving that he does 
not believe in the superstition that 
breaking a mirror brings “bad luck.” 

Kathy Cook 
(pictured right)

entertained party 
guests as a Miss 
Fortune Teller. 

Pictured left is 
Rosalyn Wealth 
dressed as The 

Mirror Mistress.  



     Pictured left is Chuck 
Villa  hosting the “Luck 
of the Irish” table.  
     Pictured right are Rob 
Niedzwiecki who is 
dressed as “The Devil,” 
and his sweet daughter 
Emma Niedzwiecki who 
is dressed as a “Lucky 
Black Cat.” 

Ladder Limbo dancers are pictured above. 

     Pictured above is FSGP’s 
Non-Prophet, Ric Hopkins. 
Hopkins is standing next to a 
sign that displays the Ten 
Comma ndments of  the 
Beverage Station—a crowd 
favorite. 
     In the far left photo, Alita 
Kelly waves to the camera 
while dancing with her 
umbrella open. 
     An unknown party attendee  
smiles brightly as he enjoys 
breaking superstitions and 
dancing to the lively music 
provided by The Pros disk 
jockey, Gary Courtright . 

More Friday-the-Thirteenth Party Photos 


